Reasons to Use Square Dance Modules 
by Calvin Campbell 


Choreographic Management of the dancers in the square. 


Modules are a dancer management tool for callers. Modules enable callers to create pleasing 
and interesting dance routines composed of blocks of choreography. If properly organized, at 
any point in the execution of the whole dance routine, the square is only a very short number of 
steps from being resolved. 


To accomplish this, most Modules should be limited to strings of no more than seven “basics.“ 
The start and end point of each Module should be a resolved set. 


Where Modules are longer than strings of 7 “basics”, exit points to a resolved set should be 
planned. 


Doing the above, provides the maximum number of dancers with the maximum amount of 
dance time. 


Large Variety 


Modules provide a way to give dancers variety in choreographic experiences. The caller can 
organize each tip to feature selected sets of “basics” or choreographic applications of the 
“basics.” The selected Modules should be memorized, but it’s also recommended that notes 
or cards also be prepared to supplement the memorized sequences. 


Improved Program Planning 





It’s important for the segments of any dance program to be organized to provide the dancers 
with an evening of entertainment that meets several needs of the audience. Fun, 
accomplishment, surprise, nostalgia, etc. This requires careful planning on the part of the 
caller. This can best be accomplished by written plans of which Modules to present and when 
to present them during the program. 


Can result in smoother dance routines 





Dance routines should allow the dancers to proceed smoothly through the dance without 
having to stop an any position other than home position. This requires that the caller give the 
commands ahead of the needed action. Modules provide the dance routines in grouping of 
“basics” that allow the caller practice the correct timing ahead of the dance to enhance the 
smoothness the dancers need. 


Documentation of Square Dance Modules 





There is a wealth of choreographic Modules available. Here are of some of the resources. 
“All About Modules” by Calvin Campbell http://d4bp.com/wp/square-dance-modules 
Ceder.net Choreography Database https://www.ceder.net/choreodb/ 


“Sight & Modular Resolution Systems” www.callerlab.org/LinkClick.aspx? 
fileticket=pFWidCC7sW4 


